C HURCH OF ST -BARNABAS
Christmas Eve | LA VEILLE DE NOEL
DECEMBER 24, 2021 | le 24 DECEMBRE 2021
Thank you for joining with us today on-line.
Is 9:2-7; Ps 96; Tit 2:11-14; Lk 2:1-14, (15-20)

On Whom His Favour Rests - Reverend Brian Perron
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness—on them light has shined.
Isaiah 9:2

Le peuple qui marchait |dans les ténèbres verra briller |une grande lumière:
elle resplendira sur ceux qui habitaient |le pays dominé |par d’épaisses ténèbres
Ésaïe 9:1
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Welcome - LIGHTING OF THE FIFTH ADVENT CANDLE; THE CHRIST CANDLE
During this season of Advent we become aware of our need for preparation, an ongoing
process of seeking God through and beyond the liturgical season of Advent. In lighting
the five candles represented in the advent wreath we acknowledge these five important
elements within our life; Hope, Peace, Joy, Love, and Jesus, the Christ.
The love of Christ is a tangible happiness discovered by being alive with the Holy Spirit,
a love that resides deep within our heart and soul. Love is received and given though our
faith by seeking an understanding of the word of God and its meaning for us in our day
to day lives.
And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. God is love.
Whoever lives in love, lives in God, and God lives in them. 1 John 4:16
We light these five candles with love, seeking the hope and peace in the joy delivered in
the promises written and delivered to us by the prophets in the word of God that the
Christ will come to us.
Let us pray in love; Lord God creator, let us show your love in our faith, that in
joy and hope we will be prepared to love one another, and come to know your
peace in the return of our Lord, Jesus the Christ.
OPENING HYMN – #118 - O Come All Ye Faithful vv 1,2,3,5
1 O come, all ye faithful,
joyful and triumphant!
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem!
Come and behold him,
born the King of angels. Refrain
Refrain:
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
Christ the Lord!
2 God of God,
Light of Light,
lo, He abhors not the virgin’s womb
Very God, begotten not created: Refrain
3 Sing, choirs of angels,
sing in exultation,
sing, all ye citizens of heav’n above!
Glory to God, in the highest: Refrain
5 Yea, Lord, we greet thee,
born this happy morning;
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Jesus, to thee be glory giv’n!
Word of the Father,
now in flesh appearing: Refrain
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.
And also with you.
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no
secrets are hidden. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your
holy name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
A CANTICLE - The New Jerusalem - Isaiah 60.1–19
Arise, shine, for your light has come;
* the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.
Though night still covers the earth
* and darkness covers the nations,
Over you will the Lord arise,
* over you will his glory appear.
Nations will stream to your light
* and kings to your dawning brightness.
Your gates will always be open;
* day or night, they will never be shut.
They will call you, The City of the Lord,
* The Zion of the Holy One of Israel.
Violence will no more be heard in your land,
* ruin or destruction within your borders;
you will name your walls, Salvation,
* you will call your gates, Praise.
No longer will the sun be your light by day,
* no longer the moon give you light by night;
the Lord will be your eternal light;
* your God will be your glory.
COLLECT - Let us pray - Eternal God, this holy evening is radiant with the brilliance of
your one true light. As we have known the revelation of that light on earth, bring us to
see the splendour of your heavenly glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD - A READING FROM ISAIAH 9:2-7
2The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of
deep darkness—on them light has shined. 3You have multiplied the nation, you have
increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when
dividing plunder. 4For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod
of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 5For all the boots of the
tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire.
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6For

a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
7His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of
David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness
from this time onwards and for evermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.
The word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 96 Praise to God Who Comes in Judgement
O sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth.
Sing to the Lord, bless his name; tell of his salvation from day to day.
Declare his glory among the nations, his marvellous works among all the peoples.
For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised;
he is to be revered above all gods.
For all the gods of the peoples are idols, but the Lord made the heavens.
Honour and majesty are before him; strength and beauty are in his sanctuary.
Ascribe to the Lord, O families of the peoples, ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.
Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name;
bring an offering, and come into his courts.
Worship the Lord in holy splendour; tremble before him, all the earth.
Say among the nations, ‘The Lord is king!
The world is firmly established; it shall never be moved.
He will judge the peoples with equity.’
Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice;
let the sea roar, and all that fills it;
let the field exult, and everything in it.
Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy before the Lord;
for he is coming, for he is coming to judge the earth.
He will judge the world with righteousness, and the peoples with his truth.
A READING FROM Titus 2:11-14
11For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12training us to renounce
impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled,
upright, and godly, 13while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the
glory of our great God and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 14He it is who gave himself for us that
he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are
zealous for good deeds.
The word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.
GRADUAL HYMN –

#

156 – The People That in Darkness Sat vv.1 - 4

1 The people that in darkness sat
a glorious light have seen;
the Light has shined on them who long
in shades of death have been.
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2 To hail thee, Sun of Righteousness,
the gathering nations come;
they joy as when the reapers bear
their harvest treasures home.
3 For thou their burden dost remove,
and break the tyrant's rod,
as in the day when Midian fell
before the sword of God.
4 For unto us a child is born,
to us a Son is given,
and on his shoulder ever rests
all power in earth and heaven.
THE GOSPEL
The Lord be with you
And also with you
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 2:1-20
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
The Birth of Jesus
1In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the
entire Roman world. 2This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was
governor of Syria. 3And everyone went to their own town to register. 4So Joseph also
went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David,
because he belonged to the house and line of David. 5 He went there to register with
Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. 6 While they
were there, the time came for the baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn,
a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no
guest room available for them. 8And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby,
keeping watch over their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and
the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to
them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the
people. 11Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah,
the Lord. 12This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in
a manger.” 13Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel,
praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to
those on whom his favor rests.” 15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven,
the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has
happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 16So they hurried off and found Mary and
Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. 17When they had seen him, they
spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, 18and all who
heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 19But Mary treasured up all
these things and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and
praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had
been told.
The Gospel of Christ.
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Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
SERMON

On Whom His Favor Rests - Reverend Brian Perron

QUARTET – Christmas Sanctus
1 See the weary pair,
nestled in a stable bare,
gazing at their baby boy,
filled with love and praise.
Earth and heaven sing,
worshipping the new born King,
who has come to change the world.
Join in songs of praise:
Refrain:
Holy, holy, holy is the blessed one.
Heav'n and earth are filled with your glory.
Holy, holy, holy is the promised Son.
Glory be to God in the highest!
2 See the shepherds run,
searching for God's precious Son;
kneeling at his manger bed,
filled with love and praise.
Ev'ry knee will bow.
Ev'ry tongue confessing now,
Jesus Christ is Lord of all.
Join in songs of praise: Refrain
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH – THE APOSTLES’ CREED
Let us confess our faith, as we say,
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power
of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day
he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy; he welcomes
everyone with an invitation to his table. Let us confess our unrighteousness, confident in
God’s forgiveness.
Silence
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Most merciful God, we confess that we have moved away from you in thought,
word and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours
as ourselves. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. For the sake of your Son
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your name. Amen.
ABSOLUTION
Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your irreverence,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in eternal life, through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
GREETING OF PEACE
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.
THE CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST - THE PREPARATION OF THE GIFTS
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures high and
low; give thanks to God in love made known: Creator, Word, and Spirit, One.
PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS
Source of light and gladness, accept all we offer on this joyful feast. May we grow up in
him who unites our lives to yours; for he is Lord now and for ever. Amen.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Worship and praise belong to you, God our maker. Out of nothing, you called all worlds
into being, and still you draw the universe to its fulfilment. Day and night celebrate your
glory till time shall be no more. In Christ, your Word became flesh, and on this night was
born of the Virgin Mary. He emptied himself, taking our human form, that through his
incarnation and passion we might come to share in his divine nature. Filled with the
Spirit, who at the first Creation moved over the face of the waters, and overshadowed
the blessed Virgin at Nazareth, we await with joy the fulfilment of your new Creation.
As children of your redeeming purpose who celebrate the birth of your Son, we offer you
our praise, with angels and archangels and the whole company of heaven singing the
hymn of your unending glory:
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of power and might.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
Glory and thanksgiving be to you, most loving Father. In Jesus the Messiah you have
come to us, and lived for a time among us, that we might for ever live with you. In the
manger at Bethlehem, in his flight to Egypt, and as the carpenter’s son, the Onlybegotten bent low to meet us. Obedient to your calling, he accepted death on the cross.
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When you exalted him on the third day, and bestowed on him the name above all
names, he opened the gate of glory that we might be your children, and share in his
kingdom of Peace.
Before he was given up to suffering and death, desiring to complete the work for which
he came into the world, at supper with his disciples he took bread and offered you
thanks. He broke the bread, and gave it to them, saying: “Take, eat. This is my Body: it
is broken for you.”
After supper, he took the cup, he offered you thanks, and gave it to them saying: “Drink
this, all of you. This is my Blood of the new covenant; it is poured out for you, and for
all, that sins may be forgiven. Do this in remembrance of me.” We now obey your Son’s
command.
We recall his blessed passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension; and we
look for the coming of his Kingdom. Made one with him, we offer you these gifts and
with them ourselves, a single, holy, living sacrifice. Hear us, most merciful Father, and
send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon this bread and this wine, that, overshadowed by
his life-giving power, they may be the Body and Blood of your Son, and we may be
kindled with the fire of your love and renewed for the service of your Kingdom.
Help us, who have gathered into the fellowship of Christ's Body to live and work to your
praise and glory; may we grow together in unity and love until at last, in your new
creation, we enter into our heritage in the company of the Virgin Mary, the apostles, and
prophets, and of all our brothers and sisters living and departed.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory be to you, Lord of all ages, world without end. Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER Rejoicing in the presence of God, let us pray as Jesus taught
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
We break the bread of life,
and that life is the light of the world
God here among us, light in the midst of us,
bring us to light and life.
THE COMMUNION
The gifts of God for the People of God.
Thanks be to God.
COMMUNION HYMN – #122 – In the Bleak Midwinter
1 In the bleak midwinter
frosty wind made moan,
earth stood hard as iron,
water like a stone:
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snow had fallen,
snow on snow, snow on snow,
in the bleak midwinter,
long ago.
2 Our God, heaven cannot hold him,
nor earth sustain;
heaven and earth shall flee away
when he comes to reign:
in the bleak midwinter
a stable place sufficed
the Lord God Almighty,
Jesus Christ.
4 What can I give him,
poor as I am?
If I were a shepherd,
I would bring a lamb,
if I were a wise man
I would do my part,
yet what I can I give him,
give my heart.
3 Angels and archangels
may have gathered there,
cherubim and seraphim
thronged the air,
but his mother only,
in her maiden bliss,
worshiped the Beloved
with a kiss.
#119

– Silent Night

1 Silent night, holy night!
All is calm, all is bright
round yon virgin mother and child.
Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
sleep in heavenly peace,
sleep in heavenly peace.
2 Silent night, holy night!
Shepherds quake at the sight.
Glories stream from heaven afar,
heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia!
Christ, the Savior, is born!
Christ, the Savior, is born!
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3 Silent night, holy night!
Son of God, love’s pure light
radiant beams from thy holy face
with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Father of all, this evening you have united earth and heaven in sending your Son to take
our human nature. May we who have tasted heavenly things share in the life of his
eternal kingdom.We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Glory to God, whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can
ask or imagine. Glory to God from generation to generation, in the Church and
in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever. Amen.
THE BLESSING
May God the creator of all, bless you with the Spirit of Peace, that through faith in love
with hope and joy, you may walk in the light of Christ, always ready for the coming of
our Lord; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be
among you and remain with you always. Amen.
CLOSING HYMN – #138 – Hark the Herald Angels Sing
1 Hark! the herald angels sing,
"Glory to the newborn King:
peace on earth, and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled!"
Joyful, all ye nations, rise,
join the triumph of the skies;
with th'angelic hosts proclaim,
"Christ is born in Bethlehem!" Refrain
Refrain:
Hark! the herald angels sing,
"Glory to the newborn King"
2 Christ, by highest heaven adored,
Christ, the everlasting Lord,
late in time behold him come,
offspring of the Virgin's womb:
veiled in flesh the Godhead see;
hail th'incarnate Deity,
pleased as one of us to dwell,
Jesus, our Immanuel. Refrain

s+

Barnabas - 10

3 Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace!
Hail the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings,
risen with healing in his wings.
Mild he lays his glory by,
born that we no more may die,
born to raise us from the earth,
born to give us second birth. Refrain
THE DISMISSAL
Go forth into the world,
rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.
Thanks be to God.
CAROL SING - Please join us in singing our favorite Christmas carols...
*Once in royal David's city
stood a lowly cattle shed,
where a mother laid her baby
in a manger for his bed:
Mary was that mother mild,
Jesus Christ, her little child.
*Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head.
The stars in the bright sky
looked down where he lay,
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.
The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,
but little Lord Jesus no crying he makes.
I love you, Lord Jesus;
look down from the sky,
and stay by my side until morning is nigh.
*While shepherds watched their flocks by night,
all seated on the ground,
an angel of the Lord came down,
and glory shone around.
"Fear not," said he for mighty dread
had seized their troubled mind
"glad tidings of great joy I bring
to you and all mankind.
*Angels we have heard on high,
sweetly singing o'er the plains,
and the mountains in reply
echoing their joyous strains.
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Refrain:
Gloria in excelsis Deo,
gloria in excelsis Deo.
Come to Bethlehem and see
him whose birth the angels sing;
come, adore on bended knee
Christ the Lord, the newborn King. Refrain
The flowers on the altar are to the Glory of God
and have been placed in loving memory of:
Mabel Cicily & Canon John Bonathan, Isabel & Robert Blizard, Brian Blizard,
Michael Braganza, Toots & Horace Dymond, Julia Eggen, Barbara Gibb,
Kim Kurtz, Iris & Walter Laduke, Loring MacKenzie,
Kathleen & Maurice Perron, Mark Rainsford, Pierre Séguin,
Jean & Dick Topott, Ronald Wood, Clare & Arnold Wright.
ANNOUNCEMENTS:
This is our final service for the year,
we hope to resume after the holidays on Sunday January 9th.
Your Donations, your Offerings and Tithes…
From your offerings throughout the year and again today, you are encouraging and
supporting the ongoing work of St-Barnabas. Thank you for this incredible support by
donating online though links found on the St-Barnabas on-line Donations Page.
It’s easy, either e-Transfer or St-Barnabas CanadaHelps link. Or as always, through
CanadaPost. God bless you and thank you for your thoughts and prayers.
Brian and Joyce
The Reverend Brian Perron - St-Barnabas St-Lambert

95, avenue Lorne, Saint-Lambert, QC J4P 2G7 - 450 672-5560
email: barnabas@bellnet.ca Please visit our website: www.st-barnabaschurch.com
Like us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SaintBarnabasSaintLambert/
On-line giving: www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/128882669RR0002-st-barnabas-stlambert/

s+

Barnabas - 12

